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Abstract

Multi-cultural Society, Inter-cultural Marriage-Family:
The Role of The Korean Church

Prof, Dr, Lee, Byung Soo (Kosin University)

Korean society today moves toward a multi-cultural society.
This resulted from a several factors: the globalization, "Korean
Dream’ by the growth of Korea’s economy, "Korea Fever’ by
the influence of the Korean drama, movie, and entertainment
stars and the young people’s avoidance of 3D(Difficulty, Dirty,
Danger)jobs. There is now the great influx of foreign workers
and students from Asian countries such as China, Vietnam,
Indonesia and Filipino. Eventually, the rate of inter-cultural
marriage and multi-cultural family is rapidly growing in Korea
society. However, there is two sides of ’the light’ and ’the

darkness’ in the multi-cultural society.

Negatively, the Korean society and church have faced a lot
of problems such as a cultural prejudice, a race discrimination,
a inter-cultural marriage, an educational and poverty issue. If
the Korean society does not endeavor to solve the problems
it can become the “Risk Society” which Ulrich Beck predicted
in his book.




Positively, Korean church today has a great opportunity to
evangelize them from ’the centripetal mission’ perspective which

Begnt Sundkler traces through the Old Testament.

Now the Korean church looks for not only a several solutions
to the problems, but also a several strategies from cultural, biblical,

missiological and social welfare perspectives.

Culturally, Korean church tries to understand multi-cultural
society and is ready to accept it by the cultural training based
on the Bible. Biblically, it learns multi-cultural family in the
story of Ruth. Ruth and Boaz story is a good model for
inter-cultural marriage and multi-cultural family. Moabite woman
Ruth as a foreigner with Naomi of her mother in law, battered
by life’s tragic blows-famine, exile, grief, loneliness, became
the ancestor of the King David after Ruth had met and married

Boaz.

Missiologically, many intercultural married women and men
are Muslims. It is not easy for the Korean missionaries to
evangelize Muslims in their own countries. However, it is a

great opportunity to reach out to them in Korea.

From a social welfare perspective, many multi-cultural family
are in the problems of poverty, the children care and education.
The Korean church can look for the biblical solution of the
problem in the story of Boaz’s mercy(Hebrew. Hesed). The most




=

CHEst Atgl, ChEst 7Hy: Wsl9f ofgt

obvious examples are the practice of gleaning for the poor and
the role of the kinsman-redeemer. In sum, it is the time for
the Korean church to accept the evangelization of the

multi-cultural society as a new mission paradigm.

Keywords | Multi-cultural society, Inter-cultural Marriage
and Family, the Role of the Korean church, Mutual
understanding of Inclusive Multi-culture, social
welfare for inter-cultural Marriage and Family,
The centripetal mission
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